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Program Description
The Postgraduate Program in Periodontology is a three-year course of
study which culminates in a postgraduate certificate in periodontology.
Students simultaneously complete a master’s in oral and craniofacial
sciences.

Admission Requirements
To be eligible for admission to the Postgraduate Program in
Periodontology, you must meet the following requirements:

• Hold a DDS or DMD degree or equivalent by the start of the program.
• Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident.
• Applicants must Pass the National Board Dental Examination (NBDE),

Part 1 or Integrated National Board Exam (INBDE) by the application
deadline if you are currently in dental school. Applicants that have
completed dental school must Pass and submit NBDE Parts 1 and 2
or INBDE by application deadline. Matched applicants must Pass and
submit NBDE Part 2 results by the start of the program if the NBDE
Part 1/2 exam was taken.

• Take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), if your native
language is not English and you have not completed at least one year
of college or university-level studies in the United States. Scores/
results must be within two years of the opening of the application
cycle: Minimum TOEFL score accepted is 90 or higher on the internet-
based test (iBT).

Learn more about the Periodontology Program admissions (https://
dentistry.ucsf.edu/programs/post-grad/periodontology/admissions/).

Learning Outcomes
A. Clinical objectives for a specialty certificate.

1. Given a clinic patient, the student will:
a. Be able to take a thorough medical/dental history and

perform a complete and accurate oral examination.
b. Formulate a diagnosis, prognosis, and comprehensive

treatment plan. The treatment plan must utilize currently
accepted therapeutic procedures.

c. Provide moderate sedation to patients who may require
additional relief of anxiety, discomfort, and/or pain.

d. Write and describe orally a rationale for the indicated
periodontal therapy.

2. Provide moderate sedation to patients who may require additional
relief of anxiety, discomfort, and/or pain.

B. Given a patient with problems other than periodontal, the student will:

a. Recognize pathology of the head and neck and make referrals for
the appropriate treatment when indicated.

b. Consult and work effectively with other health professionals.
Prior to consultation, the student should write a description of the
problems to be evaluated.

c. Incorporate information derived from consultations into
treatment plans.

C. Given clinic patients, the student must deliver appropriate periodontal
therapy to the satisfaction of the clinical instructors.

D. Given treated clinic patients, the student will evaluate whether
treatment was successful or not, to the satisfaction of the clinical
instructors.

E. The student will submit complete documentation for all patients
receiving complex periodontal therapy, including a narrative summary,
diagnostic casts, and clinical photographs.

F. The student must be able to state what is known about the etiology
and pathogenesis of periodontal diseases, using modern concepts of
microbiology, immunology, and pathology. The student should be able
to apply this knowledge to the periodontal management of patients.

• Didactic periodontology objectives for certificate.

The student must:
1. Be able to critically evaluate the dental literature and write a

literature review paper, based on a topic agreed upon with the
course instructor.

2. Successfully complete all course requirements for registered
courses with a grade of “P” or “C” or better.

3. Conduct a research project of sufficient depth and importance
that the written report will be suitable for submission to a
refereed professional journal for publication.

Additional Information
Program Faculty

• Find a program faculty list (https://dentistry.ucsf.edu/programs/post-
grad/periodontology/faculty/) on the program website.

Degree Requirements
Completion of all required courses, rotations and independent research
project.

Core Courses
Course Title Units

Year 1

PERIODONT 411.01 Introduction to Postgraduate Periodontology, Part 1 1.5

PERIODONT 411.02 Introduction to Advanced Periodontology, Part 2 1.5

PERIODONT 411.03 Introduction to Advanced Periodontology, Part 3 1.5

PERIODONT 407.10 Periodontal Education and Communications
Strategies

1

PERIODONT 413 Contemporary Periodontal Topics 1

PERIODONT 414 Sedation in Dental Practice (1st or 2nd year) 4

PERIODONT 415 Sedation in Dental Practice: AAP,Grand
Rounds,Emergency Prot

2

PERIODONT 419.01 Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 419.02 Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 419.03 Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 419.04 Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 432 Periodontology Literature Review 2
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ORTHODONT 459 Orthodontic and Periodontic Treatment 0.5

ORTHODONT 460 TMD and Orofacial Pain for Orthodontists 1

ORAL RAD 400 Advanced Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 1

INTERDEPT 482 Dental Implantology 1

  Units 42

Year 2

PERIODONT 414 Sedation in Dental Practice (1st or 2nd year) 4

PERIODONT 416 Sedation in Dental Practice: Clinical Care 2

PERIODONT 423 Advanced Periodontal Topics 1

PERIODONT 429.01 Advanced Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 429.02 Advanced Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 429.03 Advanced Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 429.04 Advanced Clinical Periodontics 6

PERIODONT 432 Periodontology Literature Review 2

ORTHODONT 459 Orthodontic and Periodontic Treatment 0.5

INTERDEPT 482 Dental Implantology 1

  Units 34.5

Year 3

PERIODONT 416 Sedation in Dental Practice: Clinical Care 2

PERIODONT 431 Periodontal Practice Management 1

PERIODONT 433 Implant Treatment Planning and Surgery 1

PERIODONT 439.01 Advanced Clinical Implantology 6

PERIODONT 439.02 Advanced Clinical Implantology 6

PERIODONT 439.03 Advanced Clinical Implantology 6

PERIODONT 439.04 Advanced Clinical Implantology 6

ORTHODONT 459 Orthodontic and Periodontic Treatment 0.5

INTERDEPT 482 Dental Implantology 1

  Units 29.5

  Total Units 106

Non-course Core Requirements
Completion of course content in the following courses, which are taken in
the parallel oral and craniofacial sciences master’s program:

Code Title Units
DEN PUB HL 200 Ethical Considerations in Clinical &

Public Health Dentistry
2

DEN PUB HL 215 Designing Clinical and Population
Health Research (DCPHR)

1.5-2

CRAN ANOM 206 Etiology, Growth Characteristic and
Management of Cleft Lip

2

CRAN ANOM 207 Etiology, Growth Characteristics &
Management of CFA

2

OR CRA FAC 205 Advanced Topics in Pharmacology for
the Dental Specialist

1

OR CRA FAC 221 Current Concepts in Oral Biology 2.5
ORAL MED 208 Oral Diseases 3
RESTOR DEN 213 Chemical Aspects of Dental Caries 2
OR CRA FAC 283 Introduction of Biostatistics for

Dentistry
2.5

OR CRA FAC 224 Host Response 2
OR CRA FAC 204 Biology of Craniofacial Development

and Tooth Movement
2

Completion of History and Physical Exam Course (VA)


